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April 9, 2020
Dear Families and Faculty,
I hope this email finds you well and healthy. Finally, the sun found its way out!
While this communication is brief, it does share important updates. You can expect
further details, once we are able to process as a District and provide more concrete
information to families, faculty, and students. Thank you for partnering with us at home
and at “school.”
Enjoy the holiday and long weekend.
Warmly,
Susie
Susie Da Silva, Ed.D.
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COVID-19

Return to “Physical School”
As you may have already heard, Governor Lamont announced today that school closures
will extend until at least May 20, 2020.
Graduation
Commencement is a true accomplishment for our students. We will partner with
students, faculty, and families to begin planning for an alternative experience. Our
students’ voices will be an integral part of this process. We will begin planning for this
experience in the coming weeks. That being said, optimistically, we still hope for a
traditional ceremony.
Spring Events
Where it makes sense to do so, we will create “virtual” similar experiences to the planned
events for this spring. Given Governor Lamont’s announcement today, you can expect to
hear more from your child’s school or the District Office in the coming week.
Grading Practices
On April 8, 2020, the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) provided
guidance to CT school districts with respect to student grading during the COVID-19
crisis. While the decision with respect to grading is local, the CSDE’s guidance is
encouraging a form of a “locally guided Pass/Fail protocol for grading.” The reasoning
for CSDE’s guidance is driven by communication, engagement, and collaboration with
many different sources, such as the United States Department of Education, Connecticut
Colleges and Universities, other state Colleges and Universities, NCAA, and partners in
other state Departments of Education.
Our District team has already been proactively planning for grading during the school
closure period. We will now consider CSDE’s guidance and our students, then make
recommendations on the most effective grading protocol for Ridgefield students. As soon
as we are able to communicate these with you, we will.
eLearning Experience
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We have been receiving feedback on our eLearning experience across all three levels. Mr.
Creller will be providing the Board of Education an update on Monday, April 13, 2020.
We will continue to assess our program and make adjustments to the plan as we collect
feedback from our students, faculty, and families. We know and agree, that a digital
device or resource does not replace our talented educators.
A survey will be distributed to families in grades 6-12 in the coming week. Your insights
will be helpful as we continue to adjust our program.

